UPGA

Minutes of the 2022 U.P.G.A. Annual Meeting
October 29, 2022

Highland Golf Club

10:00 AM. ET

Clubs in Attendance:
Portage Lake, Young’s, Wawonowin, Highland, Riverside, Gladstone, Indian Lake, Pine Grove and
Little River.
Additions/Deletions/ Corrections to Agenda:
None
Approval of Agenda:
Motion by Riverside, second by Young’s — No discussion, motion carried unanimously.

Approval of 2021 Minutes:
Reinke gave an overview of the 2021 minutes prior to motion to approve.
Motion by Riverside, second by Pine Grove - No discussion, motion carried unanimously.

Membership:
Crystal View was added as a member.

Omer’s, The 0.C. Club and Silver Creek chose not to renew membership.
The group negotiating to purchase Newberry Country Club contacted Reinke to assess their
membership status, intimating that they would continue membership if sale was finalized.

Finance Report:
Secretary/Treasurer Reinke included a document that contained a summary page for the
finances which included Total Expenses, Total Revenues, the Beginning Checkbook Balance and
the Current Checkbook Balance as well as the total breakdown for each category. Additionally, a
page was included for categories that itemized expenditures/revenues.

Reinke gave general information on the various categories with a detailed explanation of the Jr.
Tour expenses, specifically the reimbursement for participation in the G.A.M. Jr. Invitational.

[t was explained that when Reinke became the Secretary/Treasurer he attempted to move the
bank account to a different institution that was more convenient. Research by the bank being
considered questioned whether the tax number was legitimate, as they thought it may be an old
social security number. The IRS would not give any information regarding that number, so the
account was transferred from the First National Bank of [ron Mountain to its Menominee Branch.

Reinke then met with officers of First National to determine what was needed to close the
account so that it could be moved to another institution when the secretary/treasurer position
was transferred to another individual. What was needed was an IRS Employer Identification
Number (EIN). Reinke obtained an EIN through the IRS for the Upper Peninsula Golf Association.



That number can now be used to close the account at First National and open a new account at a
bank or credit union that a new secretary/treasurer prefers.

Report of the U.P. Senior Tournament: (Young's)
Jill Sabotta gave a detailed financial account for the Senior Championship held in June at Young’s
Golf Course. It was a successful event with a profit of just under $16,000.00. She also included a
report of green fee and cart rental for the Sunday preceding the event comparing it to the same
Sunday a year earlier. The 2021 revenue for the day was approximately $3,500.00 while the
2022 revenue exceeded $11,000.00.

Joe Quinn was the individual champion while Gladstone won the team championship.

The 2023 tournament will be held June 12-13 at Wawonowin.

Report of the Junior Committee: (Marquette)
Marc Gilmore provided a summary of the Jr. Tour events for 2022. This is the 11t year of the Jr.
Tour and it continues to grow. Marc thanked all the clubs that hosted the events this year and
gave special thanks to Tony Pouliot and Glen Reinke for their efforts in helping with the
organization of the tour.

A reminder was issued to host clubs that $5.00 per golfer at every Jr. Tour event needs to be
reimbursed to the UPGA. The Jr. Tour is the largest expense for the Association and this
reimbursement helps offset the costs. It was noted that several clubs failed to send the
reimbursement to the UPGA.

Reinke read a note from Steve Scott thanking the UPGA for the reimbursement for his daughter,
Cierra, having played in the 2022 GAM Junior Tour Invitational.

The UPGA reimburses parents or guardians $300.00 for those Jr. golfers that attend the G.A.M
Junior Invite in Lansing. Last year there was a reimbursement request received after the first of
the year, which was paid, and another issue regarding a request received after the 2022 event
was completed but for the 2021 event. A question was asked whether to put a timeline on the
reimbursement request. The group agreed to set a deadline for receipt of the reimbursement
form by the end of the year the event is played. The membership wants that deadline to be
strictly enforced.

There was again an issue of host clubs not receiving the medals to be awarded for the Jr. Tour
events. A suggestion was to purchase enough medals for each host club and to send those
medals to each club prior to the start of the season. Unused medals could then be returned to
Tony at Terrace Bluff. The executive committee will discuss this issue with Marc and Tony.

Report of the U.P. Championship Tournament: (Pine Grove Country Club)
The Pine Grove representatives commented on the financial report being somewhat confusing as
they had just recently received it and didn’t have anything to do with putting it together.
Although the submitted report indicated a tournament balance of zero, the representatives did
indicate that Pine Grove made money.




The entry fee this year was $215.00, with $86.00 slotted for flight prizes, $79.00 for green fees,
$35.00 for the dinner and $15.00 for the tee prize.

The overall response to the tournament was positive. Reinke noted that the tournament was
very well organized with lots of volunteer help. The score sheets were professionally done. The
course was in excellent condition and the pace of play was enhanced by starting each day with 3-
somes rather than 4-somes. The meal was delicious and the presentation of the honorees was
enjoyable.

One area of concern was the conduct of the rangers enforcing pace of play. Reinke said he was
contacted by numerous participants that felt they were harassed and pressured to remain in
position. He stated that there is a right way and a wrong way to keep groups in position.

The entry form has a space for a player to include his handicap. This is done so pairings on the
first two days don’t have a player with an index of 20 paired with another player’s index of 5 for
example. This was ignored for our Senior champion.

The tournament document for running the tournament also stipulates that only 2 players from
the same course should be paired for the qualifying rounds. Pine Grove and Marquette each had
numerous 4-somes or 3-somes from the same course.

Reinke asked if the representatives knew how many golfers actually attended the banquet since
the players were asked at registration if they were going to attend or not. Pine Grove reported
they asked that so if a golfer was not going to attend, they would be given a slip for a burger,
drink, chips etc. at the snack shack during the round. That was their way of giving the golfer
something to eat if they chose not to attend the banquet, and it was considered an excellent idea.

Correspondence from USGA
Reinke shared a letter from Rob Ockenfuss, Senior Manager, Rules - Governance, concerning the
format and prize payouts for the UPGA tournaments. To paraphrase, a handicap competition
includes one where handicaps are not applied to player scores, but divisions or flights are
created based on player handicaps, or in our case, qualifying scores. In a handicap competition,
an amateur is not allowed to accept prize money, but may accept any other prize up to the
$1000.00 limit per competition. The Rules allow an amateur golfer to accept prize money (i.e.,
cash) but only in scratch competitions.

There was a brief discussion, but no action was taken.

2023 U.P. Championship - Portage Lake
Erik Crowley reported that Portage Lake is excited to host the tournament and has a committee
in place eager to put on a good event. The committee is concerned about the travel distance and
is working with the local chamber of commerce to secure a block of rooms, hopefully at a
discounted rate for the participants.

The tournament will be held August 9-12, Wednesday through Saturday, the banquet will be held
on the third day and the entry fee will be $225.00 per participant. The fee breakdown is as
follows:



$90.00 - Flight Prizes

$35.00 - Banquet

$15.00 - Lunch after 2nd Round
$12.00 - Tee Prize

$73.00 - Green Fees

Concerns Regarding the U.P. Championship
Reinke stated that prior to the 2022 tournament, the UPGA set the conditions for hosting the

tournament. We set the entry fee, determined the percentage of the fee that was designated for
the banquet, set the amount the club could take for green fees and set the amount allowed for a
tee prize.

When the membership voted last year to allow the host club to set the entry fee between $175 -
$225 with 40% of the entry fee designated flight prizes, no restrictions were placed upon the
host club on where the 60% of the remaining entry would be spent. Reinke’s concern is that this
is a U.P.G.A. tournament, yet the Association has little if no control of the finances. We don'’t set
the green fees, the meal cost or the tee prizes. He stated that this is our tournament for our
players and that we need to have more control over the finances.

There was healthy and positive discussion.

Future U.P. and Senior U.P. Sites
Gladstone indicated a desire to host the 2026 Senior Tournament. Motion by Wawonowin,
second by Pine Grove to award the 2026 Senior Championship to Gladstone. Motion carried
unanimously.

There was brief discussion of the format for awarding the two tournaments. In the past, there
was a designated rotation by geographic regions, but that has fallen by the wayside because of a
lack of participation, both at the Annual Meeting and by tournament rosters, by the Eastern UP
member clubs. The rotation has morphed to a rotation of the Escanaba area, the Marquette area,
the Iron Mountain area and the Menominee area, without exclusions to other areas.

Motion by Gladstone to award the 2027 UP Championship to Young’s second by Highland with
the understanding that Young’s has the right to decline before 2027 due to financial

considerations. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Gladstone to award the 2027 Senior UP to Riverside, second by Young’s. Motion
carried unanimously.

Approved tournament hosts:

U.P. Championship UP Senior Championship
2023 Portage Lake 2023 Wawonowin
2024 Marquette 2024 Little River

2025 Gladstone 2025 Highland

2026 Wawonowin 2026 Gladstone

2027 Young's (tentative) 2027 Riverside



Election of Officers
Reinke indicated that he would like to give up the position as secretary/treasurer assuming a
qualified individual would be willing to serve. Jamie Davison had expressed an interest and he
and Reinke met previously to discuss the position. Reinke stated that Jamie would be an
excellent person for the office as he’s had many years of service in the UP, knows how we
operate, is a very organized person and would make an excellent secretary/treasurer.

Motion by Riverside to elect Jamie Davison for the position, second by Young’s. Motion carried
unanimously.

Mia Broullire will continue as president with Lew Klein as vice president.

New/0ld Business:
None.

Adjourn:
Motion by Pine Grove, seconded by Highland to adjourn. Motion carried unanimously.

Glen Reinke
U.P.G.A. Secretary/Treasurer



